Dr. R. F. Lawrence: A Biographical Sketch 


Reginald Frederick Lawrence was born at George, Cape Province, in 1897 
and educated at St Andrews College, Grahamstown. His studies at the University 
of Cape Town were interrupted by the first world war, as he served for two years 
as an infantry man in France, being wounded in 1918. Resuming his studies at 
the University of Cape Town, he graduated in 1922 and immediately joined the staff 
of the South African Museum where the Director, Louis Peringuey, placed him 
in charge of the Arachnida, Myriapoda, Reptiles and Amphibia. During the early 
years of his Assistantship at the Museum he was fortunate in being able to par¬ 
ticipate in three extensive expeditions to the Kaokoveld and Ovamboland spon¬ 
sored by the Administration of South West Africa; the resulting large collections 
were used on his return as the basis for a thesis, “The Arachnida of South West 
Africa”, and in 1928 he received the degree of Ph.D. at the hands of his Alma Mater. 

In 1935 he was appointed Director of the Natal Museum, and held that post 
until 1948 when he resigned in order to be able to devote all his time and energies 
to research. For some years he worked in the Museum as a C.S.I.R. Research 
Fellow and in 1953 rejoined the staff as Professional Scientific Officer. 

Dr Lawrence has carried out a methodical investigation of the invertebrate 
fauna of South Africa, collecting and studying the Arachnida and Myriapoda in 
particular. Over a period of 40 years he has built up extensive collections of these 
groups which are housed mainly in the Natal and the South African Museums. He has 
also collected in Mozambique, Southern Rhodesia, Madagascar and Mauritius, and 
has published extensively on the material obtained during these expeditions. Being a 
world authority in his field of study, he has received and published on material col¬ 
lected by workers in many other parts of Africa and even further afield. Dr Lawrence 
pioneered the study of mites in South Africa and is recognised as a leading 
Acarologist. His greatest interest, however, has been the humicolous fauna of the 
indigenous forests to which many of his publications are devoted. 

Dr Lawrence has edited the Amah of the Natal Museum continuously from 
1935, demanding of contributors the high standard of excellence which he has always 
set for himself. Under his editorship this journal has continued to enjoy the enviable 
reputation among the scientific publications of the world established by his predeces¬ 
sor, Dr Ernest Warren, and has brought international recognition to the Natal 
Museum. 

He has published 141 scientific papers since 1927 and also his well-known book 
“The Biology of the cryptic fauna of the forests with special reference to South 
Africa” (1953). 

He was elected to Fellowship of the Royal Society of South Africa in 1935, 



and served as President of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa in 1953 
In 1956 he was awarded the Medal and Grant of the South African Association for 
the Advancement of Science, and was elected President of Section D of that Asso¬ 
ciation in 1958. 

To his close friends Dr Lawrence presents a warm personality always 
engrossed in some problem of nature. His colleagues have always treasured his 
friendship and advice, and admired his ability to produce a continuous flow of first- 
class scientific publications. He writes in an easy, attractive style, and illustrates his 
work with simple, clear line-drawings which are the envy of his fellow-workers. 

Much of his published work is concerned with the description and determination 
of species and of their taxonomic relationships. But to Dr Lawrence this work 
provides the basic data for the elucidation of greater and more fundamental issues 
which are his absorbing interest: the constitution and origins of the fauna of Southern 
Africa, the interrelations of organisms of his selected groups with other animals and 
with their environment, their structural and functional adaptations to their habitats 
and to their habits of life and behaviour. In all of these fields he has made notable 
contributions. 

The Board of Trustees resolved to mark the occasion of his retirement, after 
26 years of meritorious service to this Institution, by dedicating this volume of 
the Annals of the Natal Museum to him. 
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